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Faith and Politics

An Examination of Their Relationship in the Tawhidi and Secular Approaches

Mahdi Omidi Noglebari*

Abstract

In contrast to secular thought, which emphasizes the separation of religion and faith from politics
and governance, Islamic thought regards religious faith and tawhidi (God-centered) politics as
two inseparable aspects of a single reality. Faith provides the spirit, direction, and legitimacy of
politics, while tawhidi politics constitutes the practical arena for the realization of faith at the
macro level of society. This reciprocal relationship reaches its culmination in the concept of
wildyah, which denotes both political leadership and spiritual guardianship. Within this
framework, politics is considered among the highest forms of worship, and faith that remains
indifferent to the fate of society and the realization of justice is deemed incomplete. Faith serves as
the theoretical foundation and source of legitimacy for tawhidi politics, the wellspring of ethical
principles and values governing political life, and the basis for performing righteous actions in the
political sphere. Conversely, tawhidi politics provides the context for the realization,
manifestation, elevation, propagation, and promotion of religious faith. The difference between
these two conceptions of politics ultimately stems from divergent understandings of being,
knowledge, the human person, and the ultimate purpose of life.
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