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Islamic Seminary of Qom and International Propagation in the Last Hundred Years

Majid Meshki*

Adel Ramezani**

Abstract

Propagation of Islam and the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt schools of thought has long been a
constant focus of Shia Islamic seminaries and a part of the identity of this religious-scientific
institution. In the last century, the role of the Shia Islamic seminaries, especially Qom seminary,
in propagating religious knowledge and promoting the Islamic lifestyle increased with the revival
of the Islamic seminary of Qom by the late Grand Ayatollah Haeri Yazdi and renewing
scientific-educational activities and the gradual promotion of this seminary, as well as the
increasing acceptance of generations to acquire religious sciences, especially after the victory of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran and apart from intra-religion and intra-denomination dimensions, it
took on extra-religious and international dimensions. The symbol and manifestation of the
international activities of Islamic seminary of Qom was illustrated in the two areas of "education”
and "propagation”, and this article has dealt with the propagational activities of Islamic seminary
of Qom and related centers and affiliates of this institution in the last century. The international
activity of Shia Islamic seminaries in the last century started by the actions of Marjas Taqlid (the
great authorities) in the international arena. An activity that can be considered person-oriented.
However, with the victory of the Islamic revolution of Iran and the formation of the Shia system
in Iran and the formation of educational, religious and propagational organizations, propagation
activities gained wider dimensions, to the extent that in this field, we have also witnessed the
presence of private institutions and concerned persons.

Key words

Islamic seminary of Qom, Propagation in the international arena, 100th anniversary of Islamic

seminary of Qom, Propagation.

¢ Former director general of Propagation at International Organization of Islamic Culture and Communications and
PhD student in Shia studies.
3%k Level Four (PhD) Graduate, The specialized Center for Shia Studies, Islamic Seminary of Qom.
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Organizational Developments of Religious Propagation During the Islamic Republic of Iran
Abazar Jafari*
Hamid Reza Motahari**
Abstract

Religious propagation is a social phenomenon that was formed with the emergence of religions,
including the religion of Islam, and as the main duty of the Islamic seminary, it has undergone
changes in different periods. The victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran with its religious
leadership provided the context for the growth and development of religious propagation. The
present article aims to answer the question, what organizational and structural developments
religious propagation has had after the Islamic revolution, and what are the concrete examples of
these developments in religious propagation? This research is done through the library research
method, and by examining the documents related to propagation during the period of the Islamic
Republic and before, we will identify the changes in propagation and examine its different types.
Considering the political developments and the new possibilities of religious propagators and
those in charge of propagation in the Islamic Republic, in addition to the capacities and
traditional methods of propagation, new capacities and tools have also been used in religious
propagation and as a result, the structure of propagation has also changed. The formation of
special organizations and institutions in charge of propagation, such as Islamic Propagation Office
of Qom Seminary, Islamic Propagation Organization, Seminary Propagation Deputyship Office
and expanding the scope of propagation from the public to government and educational
institutions, shows a serious development in religious propagation during the Islamic Republic.
Keywords

Religious propagation, Islamic Propagation Office, Islamic Propagation Organization, Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Owqaf (endowment) and Charitable Affairs Organization,

Organization of Islamic Culture and Communications.
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An Examination of the Role of Islamic Seminaries in the Religious Propagation of the Qajar Era
with an Emphasis on Tehran

Hamed Ghara’ati*

Abstract

Islamic Seminaries, along with their inherent mission, have not been limited to education or
research in the subject of religious education and have used a series of tools and measures in the
field of propagating religious doctrines and teachings. This issue is of great importance, especially
in the Qajar era, when Iranian society experienced a tense period in the field of religious education
due to social, cultural and political developments. This study tries to examine the role of
seminaries in the propagation of religious education in the geographical area of Tehran by relying
on historical sources, including biographies, travelogues, and general and textual chronicles, using
a descriptive-analytical method. Propagation of religious teachings in Islamic seminaries of
Tehran during the Qajar era included the following features. Conforming to the needs and
challenges of the day, independence and non-dependence, direct communication and elimination
of intermediaries, providing authentic content and monitoring other propagation content,
protecting knowledge levels, avoiding acquisition or profaneness in religious propagation and

using environmental propagation in the process of propagation.

Keywords

Islamic propagation, Islamic seminaries, Tehran in Qajar era, school, mosque, Rozeh Khani.

% Ph.D. in Shia studies and assistant professor in the history department of Baqir al-Olum University:
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Research Approaches of Islamic Seminary in the Era of Ayatolah Haeri

1922-1936

Ahmad Fallahzadeh®

Seyed Abbas Razavi**

Abstract

Sheikh Abdul Karim Haeri (1859-1936) was the author of works in Persian and Arabic. During
his time, the political events and Reza Khan's coming to office brought special conditions for the
religious community and especially the Islamic seminary clerics, which expanded the
propagational approaches of the seminary; because the scientific approaches of the supporters of
the government required a research approach in opposition to them. This study aims to analyze
the way of seminary research in the era of Ayatollah Haeri, and the research approach of the
seminary in this period with the aim of achieving the research strategies of the seminary in the era
of Sheikh Abdul Karim, knowing the quality of research and research style of that era. This study,
based on library research with the method of historical description and analysis of data, gives these
results that Sheikh Abdul Karim, while providing a research platform for students, encouraged
them to write and has designed and implemented writing policies in the form of "meeting the
scientific needs of religious society”, "combating the anti-religious writings of the Pahlavi
government” and the spectrum of "dissidents". Therefore, Islamic seminary researches were

considered as a ground for the publication of Haj Sheikh's political thoughts.

Keywords
Islamic seminary researchers, Islamic seminary studies, Ayatollah Mu’asis, Islamic seminary in

the era of Sheikh Abdul Karim, Islamic seminary interaction with researchers.
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Islamic Seminaries and the Approach of Making Civilization
A reflection on a Historical Role
Mostafa Mohseni*

Abstract

The Shia scientific institutions, whose heritage was gathered together in a place called Islamic
seminary over time, not only in religious sciences, but also in medicine, astronomy, mathematics
and other human and natural sciences, had owned works that were admired in Islamic
civilization. The question of this study is the historical role of the seminary in making civilization
and its approach. The present article introduces the civilization-building features of the Islamic
seminaries via a descriptive-analytical method and is based on the hypothesis that the role of the
Islamic seminaries in the dimension of civilization has been able to preserve the basis of Islam and
update it to different times and cultures. The findings of the study suggest that the Islamic
seminary, which is a legacy of Shia educational institutions, has been able to develop making
civilization in various intellectual areas, and finally, with the establishment of the Islamic

government, it provides the context for the implementation of Islamic civilization.

Keywords
Civilization-making of Islamic seminaries, Shia Dar al-Ilms, civilizational role of Islamic

seminaries, civilization-making of clerics.
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Journal of Islamic Propagation

Volume 4 @ No 10 @ Autumn & Winter 2024

'Th e Powerful Religious Speaker, Haj Sheikh Morteza Ansari (1323-1391 AH)
Naserodin Ansari Qomi*

Abstract

Haj Sheikh Morteza Ansari Qomi (1323-1391 A.H.), was considered one of the hardworking
propagators of Islam. The late speaker was always the first person, in preaching and religious
propagation as well as promoting and publishing hadiths of the Ahl al-Bayt. His will and sound
of his minbar and good sermons was published all over Iran and he left good works in most of his
propagation trips and his campaigns against Sheikhs, Sufis, Babis, Baha'is and communists. This
study aims to identify the method of his propagation and speech and how he dealt with various
social and religious thoughts and events. The method is library and field research. The findings
suggest that the late speaker started his activities by using tools such as the verses, narratives and
news that he had in his mind, with his own sweet taste and enthusiasm, and for forty years, he
preached in the summer and winter, in the east, west, north, and south of Iran and al-"Atabat al-
‘Aliyat (holy shrines of Shi'a Imams in Iraq including Najaf, Karbala, Kadhimiya, and Samarra).
In any city of Iran, if a wolf opened its mouth to kidnap the youth of Islam, he would pounce on
him like a roaring lion, break his teeth and sew his mouth shut. Now, on the 50th anniversary of
his death, we have a brief description of his life and services and show a little of his knowledge,

commitment and responsibility.

Key words:
Sheikh Morteza Ansari, propagation, method of speaking on minbar, fight against Baha'ism,

incident of Faizyeh school, charitable buildings.

3% Researcher and professor of higher levels of Qom seminary.
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