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A Phenomenological Analysis of the Experiences of Successful Religious Propagators:

Conceptual Model and Operational Patterns

Mahmoud Soltanzadeh®

Abstract

Religious propagation in the contemporary world faces unprecedented challenges and
opportunities, necessitating the use of new approaches and effective models. Adopting a
phenomenological approach, this research analyzes the lived experiences of eleven successful
religious propagators to identify the patterns and key success factors of religious propagation in
the present era. The findings indicate that the primary motivation of these propagators has been a
sense of social responsibility and ethical-religious concerns. Their starting point was generally
pragmatic, small-scale, and based on utilizing minimum available capacities rather than large-
scale actions. Furthermore, the most significant challenges were identified as resource constraints,
intellectual-cultural hurdles, and communication barriers. Success factors were categorized within
an "interconnected constellation” (or system) including faith-spiritual, individual, communicative,
and strategic-technological factors. Finally, a conceptual model and four operational patterns
(problem-orientation, specialized networking, creating collective identity through social functions,
and smart digital propagation) were presented. This research demonstrates that today's successful
propagator is a "networked social entrepreneur” who can effectively integrate spirituality with

pragmatism and technology.

Key words

Religious Propagation, Successful propagators, Motivation, Starting Point, Challenges, Success
Factors, Conceptual Model, Operational Pattern.

% Graduate of Level ¥ from the Qom Seminary and M.A. in Moral Education.
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The Essentials of Religious Propagation in Nahj al-Balagha

Mohammad Hossein Afshari Kermani*®

Abstract

In Islamic culture, religious propagation is a process that transcends the mere transmission of
information; according to this perspective, it is an endeavor to guide individuals and society based
on revelatory teachings. Among Islamic texts, Nahj al-Balagha is considered one of the richest
and most profound sources for elucidating the foundations and requirements of religion. In his
sermons, letters, and aphorisms (wisdoms), Imam Ali (AS) has addressed the essentials of
religious propagation, sometimes explicitly and at other times implicitly. The present study,
adopting an analytical-descriptive approach and based on a content analysis of Nahj al-Balagha
(using the translation and commentary by Mohammad Dashti), explores a fundamental axis: the
"essentials of religious propagation” in Alid thought. The findings indicate that, from Imam Ali's
(AS) perspective, propagation is grounded in the intrinsic connection between faith, knowledge,
action, and ethics. A missionary (propagator) must be the embodiment of the message before
speaking it. Sincerity, knowledge, forbearance (Hilm), justice, compassion, and courage are
among the core components of a missionary’s character. At the methodological level, practical
propagation, wise exhortation, rational dialogue, compassion, and behavioral justice are
considered the most effective methods. The results of this research demonstrate that Imam Ali
system of propagation offers a comprehensive and sustainable model for rethinking contemporary
religious propagation methods, which is applicable across educational, cultural, and media

spheres.
Keywords
Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali (AS), Religious Propagation, Theoretical Foundations of

Propagation, Propagator’s Characteristics.

% PhD Student in Management.
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The Role of the Imam of the Congregation in Encouraging Public Participation in
Congregational Prayer and the Mosque: With an Emphasis on the Views of the
Supreme Leader of Iran

Khadijch Abbasi®

Abstract

This research examines the role and position of the congregational prayer leader (Imam al-
Jama'ah) as a spiritual and social leader in managing mosque affairs and nurturing faithful and
revolutionary generations. The primary objective of this study is to analyze the key characteristics
of a successful prayer leader across two dimensions—personality and strategy—including
expansiveness of chest (forbearance), good temperament, receptivity to criticism, time
management, and delegation of tasks, as well as their impact on his performance in guiding affairs
and attracting the younger generation. Conducted through a descriptive-analytical method, this
study utilizes Quranic teachings, Islamic traditions, and the viewpoints of the Supreme Leader of
the Islamic Revolution. The results indicate that the success of a prayer leader depends on his
ability to establish effective communication with the public, accept constructive criticism, and
delegate responsibilities to the youth to foster their talents and sense of accountability.
Furthermore, possessing good character and forbearance in the face of challenges not only
enhances mosque management but also paves the way for increasing public trust and
strengthening the spiritual standing of the Imam among the congregants. The prayer leader must
play an active role in the moral and social education of individuals by formulating purposeful
programs and utilizing available capacities. This, while improving mosque management, leads to
the strengthening of social bonds and the consolidation of religious values within society.

Keywords
Imam of the Congregation (Imam al-Jama'ah), Forbearance (Sharh al-Sadr), Education of the
Young Generation, Religious Values, Spiritual Leader, Social Bonds.
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An Explanation of Propagation Methods in New Indian Religious Movements Based
on the Principles of Indian Religions
Mohammad Mahdi Alimardi* & Seyyed Mohammad Rohani**

Abstract

Unlike Islam and Christianity, most Indian religions did not initially possess a universalist
outlook; their primary audience consisted solely of the people of the Indian subcontinent.
Consequently, for centuries, they made no effort to propagate or convey their message beyond the
borders of this land. Nevertheless, three major Hindu mystical schools—Vedanta, Yoga, and
Bhakti—along with Buddhism and Sikhism, eventually managed to transcend the geography of
the subcontinent. By capitalizing on the decline of spirituality in the post-Renaissance Western
world, they updated, adapted, and compartmentalized traditional teachings to suit contemporary
spiritual needs. They emphasized aspects of their traditions that appealed to Westerners seeking
spiritual peace and relief from the stresses and anxieties imposed by industrial and materialistic
life. From the early Y +th century to the present, they have succeeded in attracting millions of
followers in these regions. The primary factors contributing to the success of Indian religions in
propagating their beliefs—largely manifested through New Indian Religious Movements
(NIRMs)—are as follows: a) Attraction through the gradual transformation of individuals via
pluralistic teachings; b) Emphasis on appealing spiritual disciplines such as meditation and yogic
physical exercises; ¢) Focus on attaining mental peace in daily life without necessitating the
adoption of specific traditional faith foundations of Indian religions; d) And finally, the influence

of charismatic figures who played a pivotal role in the expansion of these schools.

Keywords

Indian Religions, Propagation, New Indian Religious Movements (NIRMs), Pluralism, Peace of
Mind, Charisma.
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An Analysis of the Conduct of Umm al-Banin (SA) and Elucidating the Foundations
of Wilayah-Oriented Selection with a Propagation Approach in the Thought of the
"Party of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)"

Hassan Khajevand Salehi*

Abstract

The conduct (Sira*) of Lady Umm al-Banin (SA) is not merely a narrative of the life of one of the
spouses of Amir al-Muminin (Imam Al); rather, it is considered the most prominent
manifestation of "Wilayah-oriented selection” in the history of Shi'ism. This study, employing an
analytical-descriptive approach and drawing upon Hadith, Quranic exegesis, and biographical
sources, seeks to extract the foundations of the conscious selection that leads to an individual’s
acceptance into the "Party of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)." Accordingly, the Party of the Ahl al-Bayt is
not an emotional group but a faith-based and cognitive movement characterized by unity of
belief, purpose, and action, standing in opposition to the "Party of Satan." The conduct of Umm
al-Banin (SA), from the moment of her conscious marriage to her existential sacrifice in Karbala,
demonstrates that membership in this party requires an "existential belonging” to the Ahl al-Bayt
(AS)—an attachment that transcends emotional affection to the point of prioritizing the Wilayah
over the lives of one's children and all worldly ties. By explaining the personality, behavioral, and
identity components of this Sira, this article provides a propagation path for Wilayah-oriented
identity-building in the contemporary era, showing how this model can be utilized in educational,
media, and cultural contexts to counter the "illusion of attention” and strengthen "commitment-
based awareness." The findings indicate that the selection of the true and steadfast exemplars of
the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) is an acquired process based on faith, sacrifice, and practical commitment,
rather than a merely attributed or emotional matter.

Keywords
Party of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), Wilayah-oriented Selection, Umm al-Banin (SA), Existential
Belonging, Wilayah-oriented Identity-building, Illusion of Attention.
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Social Harmony and Solidarity in the Teachings of Nahj al-Balagha
Mohammad Kazem Karimi*

Abstract

Using a descriptive-documentary method, this paper investigates the position of harmony and
solidarity in the words of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (AS), and re-examines its
key thematic axes. Accordingly, in response to the four questions raised in the text, the research
findings are presented in four axes as follows: Y. The nature of the concept of social harmony; '
The factors and grounds for the realization of social harmony; Y. The contexts and factors that
undermine harmony (discordant factors); ¥. The primary strategies for achieving social harmony
and solidarity in Islamic society from the Imam’s perspective.

Key words
Social Harmony, Social Solidarity, Imam Ali (AS), Nahj al-Balagha.
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An Study of the Factors Influencing the Expansion and Contraction of Livelihood

with Emphasis on Quranic Verses and Narrations

Alijan Karimi*

Abstract

Livelihood refers to the necessities an individual requires for existence and living. This article is
dedicated to examining the factors contributing to the abundance or scarcity of livelihood,
drawing upon Quranic verses and Hadiths. Livelihood is a relative concept, varying according to
the conditions of time, place, and an individual's social standing. It encompasses all elements that
fulfill human needs and provide welfare and comfort. The expansion or contraction of livelihood
depends on various material and spiritual factors. Islamic verses and narrations emphasize striving
to secure and expand one's livelihood, suggesting that one-third of one's time should be dedicated
to this purpose. Furthermore, faith and piety (*T'aqwa®), seeking forgiveness (Istighfar),
maintaining family ties (Silat al-Rahm), giving charity, and good moral character are among the
most significant spiritual factors for the expansion of livelihood. Conversely, sins such as foul
language, ill-temperedness, wastefulness (Israf), betrayal of trust, lying, and wine-drinking are
factors that lead to the contraction of livelihood.

Key words:

Livelihood, Types of Livelihood, Faith and Livelihood, Expansion of Livelihood, Contraction of
Livelihood.

3% Researcher and Graduate of Level ¥ (PhD equivalent) of the Isk Seminary of Qom.
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